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USAID

FROM THE AMERICAN PEQPLE

JUSTICE AND ANTI-CORRUPTION

REFORM ACTIVITY (JARA)

The Justice and Anti-Corruption Reform Activity (JARA) will support the Moldovan Government’s
efforts to implement justice reform and promote its anti-corruption commitments. JARA will contribute
to the establishment and operation of a mini-secretariat to monitor the implementation of the Justice
Development Strategy for 2022-2025 (hereinafter referred to as the Justice Strategy) and its
corresponding Plan; pursue implementation of specific activities from the Justice Strategy and Plan,
including targeted assistance for the extraordinary evaluation of judges and prosecutors; and advance
anti-corruption reform through implementation of specific commitments to be fulfilled by Moldova in
light of its EU candidacy status.

OBJECTIVE |: SUPPORT THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A SHORT-TERM MINI-
SECRETARIAT TO MONITOR IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 2022-2025 JUSTICE
STRATEGY AND ITS CORRESPONDING PLAN

USAID will partner with the Ministry of Justice INL, ABA/ROLI, as well as other donors to support the
ministry in the implementation and monitoring of the Justice Strategy and its corresponding Plan. USAID
plans to assist with statistical and analytical expertise and software in order to contribute to strengthen
the ministry’s ability to monitor justice sector developments.

OBJECTIVE 2: SUPPORT IN TRAINING JUDGES ON SPECIALIZED FINANCIAL
TOPICS, AS WELL AS COMPLEMENTARY SUPPORT FOR THE VETTING
PROCESS

As a first component of Objective 2, USAID has identified, in discussions with other donors and
partners, such as the Ministry of Justice and the National Anti-Corruption Center and the Anti-
Corruption Prosecutor’s Office, the need for training judges and law clerks at the National Institute of
Justice (NIJ). The areas of training should be related to cryptocurrency, competition, financial wallet,
public procurement, public finances, accounting reports and similar topics. Additional activities under
this Objective, shall include continuous support to the finalization of pre-vetting, support to the newly-
created Superior Council of Magistracy, and other needs in the justice sector.

OBJECTIVE 3: LEGISLATIVE AND ANALYTICAL EXPERTISE TO THE MAIN
ANTI-CORRUPTION INSTITUTIONS - THE NATIONAL ANTI-CORRUPTION
CENTER (NAC) AND THE ANTI-CORRUPTION PROSECUTOR’S OFFICE (APO)

The project will focus on strengthening the analytical and legislative capacities of the two institutions, by
taking into account EU and International standards and requirements. USAID’s support towards



strengthening the analytical and legislative sections of these two institutions would complement other
donors’ efforts, such as INL, GIZ and the UK Embassy, which would primarily focus on improving their
law-enforcement and prosecutorial capacity.

OBJECTIVE 4: RAISING AWARENESS AND STRENGTHENING VISIBILITY OF
ANTI-CORRUPTION EFFORTS AMONG THE GENERAL PUBLIC THROUGH
CIVIL SOCIETY

The project will focus on public awareness of anti-corruption efforts, so that the general public
perceives that progress is being made and that the civil society sector is engaged and actively advocating
for actions that shall benefit the community as a whole. A strong civil society and a well-informed public
community are two “ingredients” of crucial importance for sound and steady reforms leading towards a
strong democratic state based on the rule of law. “Backing-up” reforms, especially in the anti-corruption
field, with community involvement and ownership, leads to building stronger connections and
mechanisms.

EXPECTED RESULTS:

® A mini-secretariat is operational and is overseeing and reporting on the implementation of the Justice
Strategy to the Minister of Justice;

e A user-friendly training curriculum in place and a plan of training seminars agreed with the National
Institute of Justice, a cohort of at least 150 judges and other legal professionals trained on topics
related to cryptocurrency, financial wallet, competition, public procurement, public finances, as well
as illegal party financing and electoral disputes, among others, including short-term consultancies to
support the Government with the finalization of vetting;

® A modern anti-corruption legislative framework aligned to EU standards, as well as analytical
departments of both institutions strengthened;

e A stronger civil society and community awareness and engagement in anti-corruption efforts;

e A well-informed public community through outreach and communications in anti-corruption efforts.

Program duration Contact

March 2023 — March 2026 Contractor Dexis Consulting Group

moldova@dexisonline.com




Budget: $6 Million




